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Mapping Data 
Stacey Knight-Davis 
Eastern Illinois University 
Thematic Maps  
Show a distribution or pattern 
Level of detail in the map depends on 
the detail in the data 
 
 
Geographic Information Systems  
Links location to data 
• Locations can be... 
– States 
– Counties 
– City Blocks 
– Map coordinates 
• Data can come from... 
– Census, USGS, Scientific Studies 
– Or any geo-coded source 
 
Getting Started  
No special software needed! 
 
Thematic map utility at 
National Atlas 
 
http://www.nationalatlas.gov/ 
 
National Atlas Map Maker  
No special software needed! 
http://www.nationalatlas.gov/ 
 
Select a Theme  
 
 
Map It!  
Select a State 
 
 
Map It!  
 
 
Pinpoint a location  
 
 
Zoom to Feature 
 
 
American FactFinder  
http://factfinder.census.gov/ 
 
• 1990 & 2000Decennial Censuses 
• 2004 American Community Survey 
• 2004 Population Estimates 
• 1997 & 2002 Economic Censuses 
 
Getting Started  
 
 
Thematic Maps  
 
 
Default Map  
 
 
Changing the Map  
 
 
Changing the Map  
 
 
Changing the Data Set 
 
 
Changing the Data Set  
 
 
Select Geographic Type  
 
 
County Subdivision 
will allow mapping at 
the Block level 
Geography available is 
determined by data set 
chosen 
Select Area 
Changing Themes  
 
 
Select New Theme  
 
 
Zoom In  
Pinpoint Location  
You Are Here  
 
 
LandView 
Very Powerful 
Available from Depository Libraries 
Can be copied 
LandView 6 Features  
• Population Estimator function to demographic 
and housing characteristics for user defined 
radii  
• Browse and query the Census, EPA or USGS 
databases and show the query results on the 
map  
• Vary the scale and control which map layers are 
shown 
• Can be set up to run on a local area network  
Grandparents responsible for Grandchildren 
 
 
Single Mothers in Poverty 
 
 Vermilion Co. IL 
Census blocks with more 
than 20% of families in 
poverty and more than 15% 
of families without a 
husband 
 
 
.75 mile radius 
around library 
showing schools and 
area from previous 
map 
LandView Tutorials  
Tutorials available at  
http://www.census.gov/geo/landview/ 
 
Questions? 
  
